Minutes of the meeting of the Queen Thorne Parish Council held on Monday 6th September 2021 at 7.30pm in Sandford Orcas Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs McBeath, Brewer, Carter, Chick, Dodd, Kipling, Lowe and Morgan 

1. Apologies Cllrs Allcard, Biddiscombe, Hayton and Yendole, DC Cllr Legg
2. Chairman’s Statement The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked for brevity. He congratulated the Over with Nether Compton and Trent Village Hall Committees on the very successful refurbishments of the respective halls. 
3. Declarations of Interests There were no declarations of interest
4. Minutes The minutes of the meeting held on 5 July 2021 were accepted as a true record and signed.
5. Business Items arising from meeting on July 5th 2021
a. Side verging and gully clearing work in Trent and Sandford Orcas, Dorset Council has completed the work. Cllrs Lowe and Kipling are pleased with the side verging but concerned that some of the drains may have been missed. Cllr Lowe is questioning this with Dorset Council. The Clerk has written to landowners regarding hedge cutting and keeping drains clear.
b. Hummer Bridge, repair works and surrounding road repairs, update There has been no further update on when the work will happen.
c. Plan to plant trees on Compton Hill, update A quote for the 40 fastigiate hornbeams has been received. The Ernest Cook Trust is awaiting confirmation from the trustees about its contribution of 50% of the cost. The council agreed that it will pay the remaining £1485 +VAT if the ECT confirms its contribution.
d. Village meetings The Sandford Orcas and Trent meetings have happened. Cllr Dodd agreed to arrange the Comptons meeting to take place before the end of September.
e. State of Marl Lane Cllr Chick reported that the lane is still in a poor state. The Clerk will write to Paul Thatcher. Cllr McBeath made a note to remind Chris Loder about the speed check on the A30 which is still to be done.
f. Repair of road surface at Over Compton House, update The owners have said that they intend to complete the work in September. The Clerk will write if this has not been done by October.
g. Litter picking equipment The Clerk reported that it is possible to loan the equipment from Dorset Council, and therefore there is no need for the parish council to buy any.
6. New Business

a. Neighbourhood Plan The Council agreed that Trent can go ahead with forming a plan for its parish. Cllr Morgan reported that a committee has been formed and has already held one meeting. Further meetings are planned to take place, shortly before parish council meetings so that progress can be reported. The other villages will continue to gauge interest with the possibility that their areas could be added into the plan at a later date.
b. New LGA model code of conduct Cllr Carter reported on the DAPTC training session on the code which she attended. The council agreed to adopt the code which has been previously circulated. 
c. Scheme of delegation The Council agreed to delegate authority to the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman to take any actions necessary with associated expenditure to protect the interests of the community and ensure council business continuity, informed by consultation with the members of the council. The scheme of delegation will be reviewed no later than March 2022.
d. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Cllr McBeath informed the council of a programme of events that has been proposed for individual communities. The Council considered that tree planting might be an appropriate way for the parish council to mark the occasion.
e. Sandford Orcas Church repairs The council agreed to write a letter of support for the fundraising efforts of the PCC.
f. Trent Drainage problems The drains are collapsing along Plot Lane. This is the subject of an ongoing conversation with Dorset Council. It was also noted that reinstatement work will be necessary at Church Farm after the construction work has been completed.
g. Fingerposts The council agreed that it will pay the costs to renovate the final post at the bottom of Ambrose Hill in Sandford Orcas. The council discussed the broken post in Trent and Cllr Kipling said he would speak to Mr Hohler, whose contractor is believed to have been responsible.
h. Grass Cutting Cllrs Dodd and Yendole had reported dissatisfaction with the untidy appearance of the recreation ground in Nether Compton, which is thought to be due to the weather and the type of mower being used. Cllr Chick offered to cut the field a couple of times during September if he is able to borrow the equipment. The council will look into how the maintenance might be carried out from next April when the current contract expires.
7. Financial Matters
 Financial Report and Payment of Invoices   The Council reviewed expenditure against budget year to date. Invoices approved for payment: Clerk salary (Aug/Sept) £818.87, HMRC PAYE £0, KM Dike July/Aug £ TBC, DAPTC £50, Trent PCC £1000, Sandford Orcas PCC £1000, Over with Nether Compton PCC £2000, Clerk petty cash £100, Water2Business £21.31 and £57.47
Payments made since last meeting approved at the meeting:  Trent VH hire £45, Street Master £819.60 Trent bench, KM Dike £493.54, SSE £46.12

8. Correspondence None


9. Planning Matters 
DC Planning Applications – Approved or decided by Parish Council


	Name
	Reference/Details
	Status

	Valley View Noor Farm, Nether Compton
	P/VOC/2021/01460 Erection of replacement dwelling & replacement of barn with garage & workshop (variation of condition 1 of planning permission WD/D/20/002371 to amend the approved plans & without compliance of condition 6 to allow an unrestricted use of the workshop & garage).
	Comments TBC

	Folly Cottage, The Folly Nether Compton
	P/HOU/2021/02184, Erect first floor extension above Garage
	Comments TBC

	Nether Valley Barn, Nether Compton 
	P/HOU/2021/01352| Erection of front porch & front elevation alterations, including additional rooflight (part retrospective)
	No objection


	Lower Farm, Over Compton
	P/FUL/2021/01334 Conversion & extension of agricultural building to create 1no. dwelling, including change of use of land to create residential curtilage. Erection of car port & boundary wall
	No objection









DC Planning Applications – Decided or awaiting decision by Dorset Council

	Gore Cottage, Sandford Orcas
	P/LBC/2021/00863 Demolition of existing dwelling and the erection of a replacement dwelling.
	Support


	Trent School
	P/LBC/2021/00722, Replacement of 12no. windows 
	No objection


	36 Higher Barton, Trent
	P/LBC/2021/00477 Replace windows 
	No objection


	11 Down Lane, Trent
	P/LBC/2021/00478 Replace windows
	No objection

	Post Office Cottage, Trent
	P/LBC/2021/00479 Replace windows
	No objection

	35 Higher Barton, Trent
	P/LBC/2021/00476 Replace two existing windows 
	Support






10. Dates of Future Meetings
2021: 1 November Nether Compton
2022: 10 January Trent
           7 March Sandford Orcas 
           9 May Nether Compton

11.  Items for next Meeting Advertising signs on road verges


The meeting closed at 9.20pm
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